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68 minutes: the time the reader needs to assimilate the
content of a booklet in this collection, printed by ALN in the
convenient 11 × 18 format. Generally speaking, these publica-
tions are aimed to bring the general practitioner to the essen-
tials of a topic. Less frequently, subjects of interests for
specialists or a lay audience are covered.

For 4 years, capsule endoscopy has been widely diffused in
Europe and in the USA. More than 2,500 systems have been
released worldwide. Capsule endoscopy has become a reference
technique widely recognized to explore the small bowel with
excellent safety and tolerance.
The aim of this booklet is to describe the technique, explain the
principle, the procedure and the results in the main recognized
indications. Potential future indications are also discussed.
Each chapter is largely illustrated by documents provided by the
author. Finally, the complementary roles of capsule endoscopy
and double balloon enteroscopy will be discussed as these two
techniques are dramatically changing the approach to intestinal
diseases.
The reader should thus understand how to prescribe a capsule
endoscopy procedure and organize its indication in an integrated
way with the other morphological investigations of the small
bowel. The reader will also be brought toward the concept that the
use of capsule endoscopy is changing the understanding of the
pathophysiology of intestinal diseases. Contrary to what could
be expected, capsule endoscopy is not going to replace classical
endoscopy but to increase its therapeutic perspectives.
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